
 

 

Monday 2 March 2020 
 
MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Fall armyworm confirmation for Australia 
 
Grain Producers Australia offers the following information on fall armyworm (FAW) 
(Spodoptera frugiperda) in Australia. 
 
There has been a confirmed diagnosis of FAW in north-west Queensland. Detections have 
also been confirmed in Torres Strait and Bamaga on Cape York. 
 
Impact 
It is still unknown how FAW will behave in the Australian environment. As with managing most 
pests and diseases, crop monitoring will remain an important part of understanding, monitoring 
and managing the impact of FAW in Australia. 
 
The incursion of an exotic pest, with recent examples like Russian Wheat Aphid (RWA), it is 
difficult to assess how the pest will behave in the Australian environment and ecosystem. 
Extrapolating overseas information for Australian context is difficult, particularly with different 
production systems and environment.  
 
Australia’s conditions are favourable for this pest to establish and spread, including our climate 
and access to suitable hosts. It is most likely found in warm, moist regions with little forest 
cover or hitchhiking on fresh vegetables or fruit. 
 
Pest information 
Fall armyworm is native to tropic and subtropical regions of the Americas. Since 2016, FAW 
has spread throughout Africa, Indian subcontinent, China and southeast Asia. 
 
Larvae are most active during late summer and early autumn.  
 
Adults can fly long distances with a high migration rate. They can be dispersed naturally as 
well as through movement of people. 
 
Evidence of the pest could include egg masses, plant leaf damage or fruit or vegetable 
damage. 
 
Eggs are pale yellow and clustered together in a mass, which often contains 100-200 eggs 
per mass. The masses are attached to foliage with a layer of mould or silk-like substance. 
 
Larvae are light coloured with a larger darker head. As they develop, they become darker with 
white lengthwise stripes. There may also develop dark spots with spines. 
 
Adult moths are 32-40mm (from wing to wing), with a grown or grey forewing and a white hind 
wing. Males have more patterns and white spots on each forewing. 
 
Fall armyworm has 2 subpopulations, Corn-strain (c-strain) and Rice strain (r-strain). They are 
morphologically indistinguishable and can interbreed. They differ in distribution, host-plant 
preference and certain physiological features. However, subpopulations may feed on crops 
outside of preferred hosts in times of scarcity. 
 
Corn-strain (C-strain): feed on corn, cotton, sorghum  
Rice-strain (R-strain): feed on rice, millet, pasture grasses.  
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The Torres Strait specimens have been identified as the r-strain. However, current molecular 
diagnostic methods cannot reliably distinguish between the strains and hybrids are possible. 
 
There are species of Spodoptera already present in Australia which can look similar to fall 
armyworm, such as cluster caterpillar (Spodoptera litura), lawn armyworm (Spodoptera 
Mauritia) and dayfeeding armyworm (Spodoptera exempta). 
 
More information 
Growers should have in place on-farm biosecurity measures to protect crops from pests and 
disease - more information is available online here. 
 
Industry and agronomists are encouraged to report any unexpected symptoms in the field by 
phoning the Exotic Plant Pest Hotline on 1800 084 881.  
 
Pesticides may be suitable to manage FAW infestations. All pesticides must be used 
according to label instruction and the relevant state or territory control of use legislation. For 
more information contact your state Department of Primary Industry for advice. 
 
Photos and more information are available from a variety of sources including: 
Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries – Fall armyworm 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
Centre for Agriculture and Bioscience International (CABI) – Invasive Species Compendium 
Centre for Agriculture and Bioscience International (CABI) – Crop Protection Compendium 
An identification guide in relation to other common caterpillars, a South African perspective 
Fall Armyworm – Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations 
Fall Armyworm – Agricultural Research Council South Africa 
Pacific Pests and Pathogens – Fall armyworm 
 
ENDS 
 
Further information:  
Barry Large, Deputy Chairman, Grain Producers Australia. Tel: 0427 549 023 

https://www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/pests-diseases-weeds/report
tel:1800%C2%A0084%C2%A0881
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/crop-growing/priority-pest-disease/fall-armyworm
http://www.fao.org/fall-armyworm/en/
https://www.cabi.org/ISC/fallarmyworm
https://www.cabi.org/cpc/datasheet/29810
http://sana.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Fall-Armyworm-Identification.-DAFF-Presentation-v1.2-secured-Published....pdf
http://www.fao.org/fall-armyworm/en/
http://www.arc.agric.za/arc-ppri/Fact%20Sheets%20Library/The%20new%20Invasive%20Fall%20Armyworm%20(FAW)%20in%20South%20Africa.pdf
https://apps.lucidcentral.org/ppp/text/web_full/entities/fall_armyworm_401.htm

