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Removal of GM Moratorium in SA a win for all grain producers 
 
Grain Producers Australia Chairman, Mr Andrew Weidemann, welcomes the announcement 
from the South Australian Government to allow growers on mainland South Australia to grow 
Genetically Modified (GM) crops, from the 2020 season. 
 
Mr Weideman said “South Australia was the last mainland Australian state to maintain a 
moratorium on growing GM crops. The decision to remove the moratorium allows grain 
producers within South Australia an opportunity to be more competitive in both national and 
international markets that have been able to grow GM crops for years.” 
 
“Congratulations to Grain Producers SA (GPSA) who have been long advocating for a change 
in how GM is managed in their state.  Along with other groups within SA, GPSA have lobbied 
for the removal of the moratorium since its imposition.” said Mr Weidemann. 
 
As the national body, GPA has supported GPSA's stance to harmonise national regulation of 
GM crops - to strengthen science-based regulation and provide certainty for research and 
development investment into new technologies. 
 
A consistent regulatory approach to GM crop production throughout Australia sends a clear 
message that Australian grain producers have the capacity to manage different crop varieties, 
regardless of the plant breeding technique used to develop them.  
 
Mr Weidemann said “GPA believes the removal of the SA moratorium will now drive increased 
investment into crop breeding technologies in Australia. Development of new varieties is a 
crucial component to the future of grain production in Australia.” 
 
“GPA has always supported the science-based regulation of agricultural technologies and the 
removal of the moratorium recognises that farmers need access to new technologies,” said 
Mr Weidemann. 
 
The change was a result of the Independent review from Emeritus Professor Kym Anderson 
AC. 
 
A copy of the Grain Producers SA media statement is available here. 
A copy of the SA Government decision is available here. 
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http://grainproducerssa.com.au/producers/hot-topics/review-of-sas-gm-crop-moratorium/
https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/alerts_news_events/news/ministerial_releases/lifting_stifling_gm_moratorium_gives_farmers_a_choice

